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§ Spring cleaning   
hazards 

§ Cadets learn about 
HAZ/MAT 

§ What is a òLevy     
Lid-Lift?ó 

§ The Return of the 
Open House!!! 
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òWith a little help from our friendsé.ó 
Spring  

Cleaning  

Hazards 

Judging by the lines outside local Goodwill stores, we are all in Spring cleaning modeð the      

unexplainable urge to clean the house of all the stuff we just had to have and then never used. 

 Scrubbing and cleaning are sure to come next, and thereôs some tips you may wish to follow to 

avoid a professional visit from your local Fire District. 

§ Read all cleaning product safety labels: Safety warnings about ventilation, burns and other   

chemical hazards are vitally important. For example, mixing bleach and ammonia creates a           

potentially fatal toxic gas. Also, formaldihyde is a suspected cancer causing agent, yet it can be in 

several cleaning products. Take a minute to read the label. 

§ Wear dust mask and eye protection: If not downright allergic, many of us are sensitive to dust and 

dander. Considering that in many case the particulates have been laying undisturbed during winter 

months, suddenly running a duster over home surfaces can release clouds of dust and send our   

sinuses into non-stop sneeze mode. 

§ Maintain your emergency detectors:  Your smoke detectors and carbon monoxide detectors 

should be dusted with a dry cloth and checked with the test button. Replace the batteries if theyôre 

more than six months old (unless you have the 10 year type), and replace the entire unit if itôs past its 

printed expiration date. 

§ Check your fire extinguisher: If you don't have at least a small kitchen fire extinguisher, it's time to 

get one. But if you do have one, check its label and inspection tag for an expiration date. If it hasn't 

expired, check the pressure gauge to ensure it's in the proper range. Any rechargeable fire           

extinguisher with no inspection tag or which hasn't been inspected for more than a year should be 

professionally serviced. Find out where to dispose of your old extinguisher HERE. 

§ ñSpring ForwardðCheck Your Batteriesò: Some things in your emergency kit are built to stand 

the test of time. But others like batteries, canned goods and bottled water must be replaced every so 

often. 

Fire Cadets  

Learn Haz/Mat  

Skills and  

Techniques  

High school members of the Fire Cadet program are just wrapping up the segment on Haz/Mat skills.  The 

scenario of this drill:  A father and daughter are in the garage mixing up a home remedy to spray on aphids. 

Unfortunately for this father/daughter duo...the concoction creates a toxic gas. Students must learn the proper 

method to rescue the pair. 

https://ccfd6.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Fire-Extinguisher-Disposal.pdf


And the Award Goes toé. 

Firefighters Calder Russell (above) and Max Olson 

(on right with Chief Kristan Maurer) both won         

Firefighter of the Year awards for providing excellent 

service to the community. 

Captain Casey Taylor (upper right) won Fire Officer of 

the yearðand gave a great speech! 

Public Information Officer, Dave Schmitke, won an 

award for ñExemplary Performanceò, as did the entire 

Operational Support crew of (L to R) Pat Claflin, Brad 

Osborn, and Andrey Demyanyuk. 

A Little òTenderó Care Goes a Long Way. 
Due to the lack of available hydrants, folks in the Northwest corner of District 6 have been paying 

more money in home insurance premiums. The Washington Surveying and Rating Bureau is an 

independent rating bureau that provides risk assessment data that insurance companies use to 

determine rates. To improve the WSRB rating in areas without hydrants we are partnering with 

our neighboring agencyðClark Cowlitz Fire and Rescueðfor a water tender response to all Dis-

trict residents without hydrants 


